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“ THE BANKER OF MIDDLEPOINT,

A Study of Life in the Hoop Pole
. Forests of Northwestern Ohlo.

————

AS TOLD BY ONE OF THE OLDEST IMWABITANTS,

| &

1t any one had ooie to ue, say thres years or
#o before the event ocourrd, and had sald
thiat At such and such a tlme A man would coms
to Middlepoint and opet a aatlonal bank, we
would haye bean pop sure he wan just trylng to
be smart and make fun of us becsuse we were
poor and forlorn. Not only "waa Middlepoint
without any businesa or popudstion to Justify
the opening of even another covintry store be-
aides tho one already thera, bet, 8o far as we
eonld see, the country was wholly without any
resaurcen to add anything whitaver to the
growth of the village,

Indeed. Middlepoint eéould sommiely claim the
title of village; it was a mere sebdement, a way
station on the Pltteburgh, Fort Wayne and
Chicage Hallroad, located whewe an old trail
that followed the banks of the little Anglalse
River crossed the tracks, There was s little
phanty that served the rallrosd for both passen-
gers and freight; and scattered along the old
highway to the north were the obuntry store,
already mentioned, & blackstalthahop, aschools
bonse-all weather-beaten frame bulldings—
and fourteen dwellings, of which nine were
fenme and five were of logs, three of the Iatter
belng unocoupled.

Bosldes thess thore was the homae of Mr,
Philip Dix, the station agent, whosa nent little
two-story cottage faced n street that had been
surveyed parallel with the riallroad for about
two Hocks west of the old highway. And then

on the bank of thoe river, and wwelve or fifteen *

rods down the rallroad from the highway,
stood a steam sawmlill, the property of Hez
Warren, the vllinge atorekeeper, who was able
to make a profit out of it by Allbng an aeaslonal
order for bridge timber which he got from the

rallroad eompany.

The village stood In the midat of a clearing
porlinps 200 acres In oxtent—a long, narrow
elearing that lay along the winding old trail
There wore stumps In the flelds, thers were
stumpas even In the gardens bohind the houses
gnd In tho trali itself. The fences about the
field were inade of ralls split from green logs
and plled up worm fashion tem high, with
stakes at the corners and rblers over all
Pat the chief featurs of the Iandscape, the
foature tbat always attracted the eye of the
wayfarer, the foature that told the story of the
wenry labor of varving a farm ont of the solid
green forest, was the deadening that surrounded
almont the whole settloment. The landowners,
aftor clearing away enotueh forost to glve them
ground for potatoes, buckwheat, and corn, wont
on with the work of destroring the green tim-
ber Ly girdling the trees and then letting
them stand to die and dry out, after which, as
they had time, they felled thodend trees into blg
beaps and burned them up, But it usually hap-
poned that tho dead trees were allowed to stand
for years before they were felled, so that all the
smaller limbs apd the bark dropped off, learing
a wide stretch of naked gray glants beyond the
flelds, & stretch that soon grew full of briers
and brambles and thick-woven underbrush.

Certalnly {f the Iandscape of u reglon can in-
finence the mental development of a people,
then there la none in the world so well adapted
to stunt and depress the mind as the one that Is
brmmed (n by a deadening,

Tomnke matters still worse for us, the land
when It had been cleared, did not yield good re-
turns, in apite of the depth of the black loam:
for it was nlmost n dead flat country, whero the
water of the abundant rains of eptlog could not
drain away. The farmer conld rarely plant his
corn before the end of June, so the carly frost
of fall camo before the crop was ripe; and as
for winter wheat, it was protty sure to winter
kill, and spring wheat was not a better crop,
while oats and rye did worse still.

Indeed, there was but one crop on which the
people of the reglon round nbout could depend,
and that was the crop of hoop poles, the slender
hlnkorg saplings that Enw in abundance wher-
ever there was asllght elevarlon of the land
above the prevalling level. These could be
ship in car-lond lots at & profit; hut for the
beeches, the basswoods, 1he vlms. even for the

glant onks of three varletles, the sugnr maples,
and the oceasional black walnuts, there was no
market atall. To the owners nf the soll the
Bl‘uﬂimﬂul growth of trees was but an encums-
rance to be gol rid of by the most wenry toll.

Looking back wpon Middlepoint an it was in
thoure days, when 1t atreet wan hiub desp with
mud, its unprinted houses were half obsoured
h; the persistent raln. and the gaunt limbs of
1he desdl trees were dlmly seen reaching out to
the enld, dull aky. the picturs prosented was so
utterly dreary that the moere thought of it wos
enongh to make the heart sick. .

But while we roaked and sweltered and shiv-
ered. according to the season, A change was im-

nding such as none of us had aver seen, even

n dreams. The men who had “strock oil* up
in Penueylvnnin wori going to bring it about. |

emember when Hex Warren broughbt the firat

rrel of Lthat 01l to town and sold It for n dolinr
and a bhalf & gallon. 1t was n great curlonity to
us old woodsinen, but tallow candlos were good
ennogh for us until the price went below furty
cents, and then we thought we'd try the new-
Luu led stuff, even it (he lght was so bright we
ad Lo shiade onr oyes from it,

It was just aboot the time Lhat we were buy-
ingour first bottles of i that we got our flast
slgn of the chonge 1hat wis to come uver Lhe
wettlement., ‘Fheoil hnd $nmn Into such genoral
use that a great demnand for bareels to hiold the
atuff had been erented, and these hnrrels had to
be made of oak. So it limppened that o barrel
maker from the East while searching tor suit-
able onk riepped off the tralinat Middlepolnt
and found countiers neres of 1t and every man
of us Joing his level besttv cut it down npd

burn it up,

Middlepoint folke hind had h!lif #o much
unumulrn of the art of barrel making as coulid

ealped in the cooper shop ndjoining the old
dlatillery atanding on thes berm bank. of the
towpath at Delption, They hnl ween s stalwart
ol man (here shaving out staves from the solid
oak, and fitting them togethor Into barrels for
whiskey, Hut now u siranger came to lown,
bought n plot of ground adjoliing the railway
.u&nn. bulblt a shed on It and set up A machine
thero that, by the ald of horse power, shoved
the erude osk sinves Leiween two vertical
enrved knives, that alinped the atave botter in n
povond or two than the old distiliery conper
could do with his draw knife in five minites,

Tliis stranger would pay conh for all the suit-
ablo oak that he could handle, nnd when s sec-
ond and a third set of knives had followoed the
first, and eapecislly when stewm power was sub-
lll uted for horses, the aemand for onk wans the
i‘ i and the joy of the enuntry side, For evary
andowner hud some onk—had too muaok of it

d It could now be sold where 1L L formerly
s:’en burned up as an obstriction, nod the price
was 80 high thint the owner could rendlly make
82 a day in cash by taking the timber to the
stave makers. Nor was thatall, for the stave
maker had to employ man to lef him run the
machines, nnd these were paid £1.50 & day In
oash, and thoy had steady work, wet and dry,
the whole week Lthrough,

Standing bebiod the vonnter In hin little store
Mr. Hemskinh Warren noted though with a
fesling that, somehow, such wood fortune conld
notlnat Jong) that not only were bisold custam-
ersamong the landowners round about coming
in to rgu-u up accounts that hind stood for
years, but thero woere new faces before the
countoer, and these peoplo came with cash in
thelr hands,

For a time every soul (n that Httle setilement

the day when the stave-shaving ma-
chine was wet np, but a day came when we
Jearned that a thriving Industry was not slways
ap unmixed good. Mr, I'hillp Dix, the station
sgont, while at work about the awltch whan a
car load of staves was to by tl:!f:‘aod. fell under
the wheels mnd was instantly killed. Thet was
& groat shock to the whole commuulity,, g
==¢ & lrading oltizen, He was liconssd Lo exhort
i the Meothudist revivaln thot wore lield ever
winter In the scnoolhouse, and Mrs, Dix plnyed
organ and nang beautifully, theo preanher
most always divided bis time beiween Lhelr
ouse aud Hez Warren's while the mueetin
. And now she was left with a boy who
wasn't blg eno 1o work much, aud whatever
aho would do unless she went buck Enant, where
Ilﬁ oame frow. was more than we could guess,
utoug. Myra. an wo called hoer, ook the
willage school with success; Lhe horror excited
Ly this fret accident was soon forgotten, apnd
wlt‘r soon everybody was rojolelng becausa it
IT. apparent that in l{l“iﬁf Warren's fears
Miadle L oad only made theosmallest kind of
beglnning as n manulacturing town,
og a year the awner of the oak-stave sbhaving
Ign laes prospored, ahd then the knowledge of
1 tl:ﬂnr growths ubout the wee humlot
reached the ears of one Mr. John Baerman, who
“a-ﬂ.:“:ul barrel footory In Brooklyn and
sugar relineries thers with

[ ndn of Larrels every year,
r, HBeerman himself came w0 ulddf- Int
one day, and with Mr, Hezeklalh Warren drove
uplﬁrdu n the trall that fullowed the Little
ﬁlll‘ N lng with at the foresta
for lpl trall, He was the
of Mr, uwl‘nr three days, and befors
parchased & forty-ncre lot

wenkawpay he
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f Muﬂwmhllrdn notles of what was to

be, which he ted baslde the front door of his
store, an nuﬁ?n. that ever urred In that re-
ifon madn so great a stir as did that notlce.

r. Basrman had bought the land Inorder
lhnhmﬂ.h bulld & factory on i for making
staves, and the woo; o wanted to bny-—only
those who have chopped a farm nut of the solld
Rreen forest © swampa of the Maumee

e
watershed can 1‘ L [ale the feelinis of
the Inndowners t’ tﬁi’l‘g il

dlepoint when they
learned this man from Brooklyn was coming to
buy a wood that would soarcely chip when |
was chopped, and searcaly aplit under the man
and m.s.... and would * naver burn, wotor
nr‘y." Ho wan coming to buy elm.
ran ses now as [ write the look that sproad
over the face of Dad smllg. agannt old back-
woodaman, A4 he sat on the bench bealds the
stove In Hex Warren'sators one day and listened
while Warren explalned what Mr. Hasrman
was going to da ho would want to
byy. The old woodsman had llved Ina log eabln
with a puncheon floor and s atick chimney for
moro than ten years: ho hnd -lcnre-lr so mueh
an pean wheat bread during that time: he hng

dresssd In linsey-woolssy and cowhids an
coonnking he nd  worked many n ‘
fn this raln,  cutting hoop polea whin
he afterward haocled through the d
to the canal that he might get oaah
o pay tha interest on the mortfu ® that
wolghed down MIJII! i he and

ohn| and_ burn

lurrm that hope deferred whinh maketh the
heart slek, to * make a home for the children.”
And pow there sat Hexekinli Warren, telling
him that a man w, onml.l;l.z to Mid |upuint who
wounld buy eim at 84 a o wheu ot to the ro-
quired size—the elm with which the old man'sa
land was covered, the elm that had sapped b
streneth and made him old before his time.

““Tain't so, Hez Warren," sald the old man,
turning aharply toward the merchant, while
his thin, binish lps parted anid the wrinkles
Fnumn(’l deep about the corners of his mouth.
‘1don‘t believe a dummed word of 1LY
“Yeb, 'tis so, tov. What wonld 1 want to tell
you and everyhody else a lle for? You get out
the bolta ss [ tell you, and I'll go hia ball he pays
on ll:ur dollara’ a cord In cash, Of course
s no."

“Taln't, taln't. 1'm goln' home and tell Ann
Adelin”

He got up and hurrled ont of the store, draw-
Ink the back of his hand moross his nose as he
waent, and saying In'a husky volos:

“"Tain’t no, !gmr dollara & cord for ellum.
Huh! 'Taln't so; "tain't.”

iE,
Was there over another town auch as Mlddle-
polnt was when the stave factories were all well
under way ? I do not think so. From a wet,
bedraggled, forlorn lttle settlement of eleven
oecupled dwellings in the midst of the deaden-
Ing, it had within two years, grown Into/s
bustling, bristliog, enterprising town of more
than 2,000 inhabltants. Thoere were dry gooda
stores and hardware stores agd groeery slores
and a men's furnishing stors and—well, thera
was just no end of stores, and ez Warren's
was about the blggest In the puddle, for Hez
wias as smart as any of them.
The spring rains atill fell until well nigh the
end of June; the sky was still dull and sold and
the mud In the old trall was deeper thau ever,
But the old trall was now known as Maln street,
and three new atreets had bean lald out parallel
with It and these were Intersected by a dozun
cross streets, while new houses had grown up
on every street with a spoed that was marvel-
luus to the old Inhablitants,
And the reason for all this prosperity was
found In the fact that In spite of rain and mud-
teams by the dozen came struggling amd tug-
ging Into town, the wagons plled high with elm
balts for staves, and bastwood for headings,
from morning tll night,
How the drivers of those teams did make the
welkin ring with shout and song and swenring
as they drove lnte the factory yards! And how
they d1d make the business men hump when,
after solling the loads for cash, they came back
to Maln strest and hitched their teams at the
long lines of hitehing posts before the stores.
And maybe that strect didn't look like life
when the drivers came oot agaln and stood on
the rough board sidewnalks to smoke and goasip

—in some canes, where thelr purchases had in-
cluded ligunors as well as other things, to slng
and shout In boisterous fashion.
The souna of the carvenier’s hammer as he
drove the nails home in shinglea and wenther
boards on the uncompleted bulldings made the
alr tremble the livelong day snd not infre-
quently untll § or 10 o'clock at night, For
many of the factory workmen were thrifty
enough to buy the willage lots that had been
Inid out on the side streets and bulld. thelr own
dwellings. Tosave the cxpense of hiring car-
Enur-. they worked on the louses Inn:‘ fter
omg ?guu— Bammered and sawed, whild the
L2

wife a,p stond by ta hold the lantern, nnd
th sang to'the rhythm of the active taols.
And back nf all was the whilzs pnldl whire and

chug of the factory machines-an undertone to
thoe viliage nolses that never ceasml save at
meal times and on Nonday. And I want to say
l.l:lm.i if there Is ansthing In the wide world that
cnn inspire o man to activity. it s the toue in
the song of a w -working machine ns (¢
¥l‘i1|!pﬂilnl.| couts and slices the material that is
ed 1o 1.

Hut with all its bustling trade and ndustries,
with all lta mercantile and manufactaring
estnblishments, Middlepoint lneked one Institu-
ton that Is always not only useful, it abso-
lutely necessary for fwoilitating business trans-
nctiohs, Ans | write of those days n great num-
bter af people of the United States are saying
that they nre serlounly alarmod at what they
call the growth of the money-dealing corpora-
tinnw, They seem (o think that bankes aro the
appressars of the producers and little aliort of
enemies of mank!nd, Ifany one had preached
such o docirine as that in Middlepoinr at the
time of which [ am writing, we woulil have
thought hima fool or » charlatan, ‘I'he husi-
niess of the town was serinusly handieapped for
wnnt of & house of deposit and exchange,

But in a thriving place ke tuat such nwant
could not remaln unsuppiled very long. The
hysin=af men had been Fay ng Lo one another,
aud the weekly newspapera- for wo hntl two of
them before the wown reached o popilotion of
1.800~had bern declaring, with doable-leaded
type, for pernaps three months, that Middle-
point must Lave s bank., when Mr. Harrinan
cnme to town one day and announred that n
relative of hia- n second copnin, I Lellove  was |
coming from the Enst to npen e,

Ax [ lovk back now on those day= and rememn-
ber how eager was our Interest in this now cit-
fzen 1 _nm sstoniened to think how little we
Jearned about his previous Hfe—how Nitle we
tried to learn, for that matter., [ gueas we had
more ldle carlosity than real Interest, (6] may
confass the truth, but still when 1t s remem-
bered that he was introduced as arelative of
the man whose enterprises had made 1he town,
Tdo not so muel wonder that we made no spe.
cinl inquiry about his history,

Hut as to por corlosivy | remember that when
It wan known that the banker was to arrlve on
acortnin train there weors mnre than i hunured
llvnple down at Lhe station Just to el a look at

iim, while every window near the street up
which he was to pass was foll of gazers.

Well, when he hatd come nnd was walking up
the street with Mr. Raerman and ez Warren
and the rest of the hig men of the town, he
happened to look Into the bay window of War.
ren's houes, whero Mrea. Warren wnd Myra
1)z were watching for him. The moment Lo
paw Myra looking at him he finehed as laming
redas noschoolglr]l remding an ersny, and turneid
awny his head with & toss and got so flusirated
he coulin*t remember what he had beon talk-
ln% abant.

hiat wot un a1l Wlking, sure enough, for wa

hind understosd he wus un old bachelur: and

wasn't Myra nn handsome widnw na ever

uuillt senool in Ohio* Why, wa had the twn
all bt marrled belore nleht, mny say it
leant we were speculating on that Kind of a turn
In affairs— but when we came 1o chaft Myra
about it alie pald we could have sl the fon ont
of lis fastretlon we wanted, nut we could mnake
aure whe never would marey A man as badly
broken down as he seemed 1o be, with lils white
halr nnd Lils ston form nnd his little, short,
shinMing steps, He might do for & womnn who
wanted a man to dle aoon and leave her his for-
tiune, hut she wasn'tof thnt sort,  Boslides, sho

roferrod taking cara of chililren to nursiog vld

olks, o matter what the wages,

*'Hut thore's somethiing about him thiat keepn
mo thinking | must have seen him some time
somewhero in tho Ensst. [ suppose,” she added.
“Maybe he knew my father when | was n glrl,
1'll ask him if 1 aver got & ohanoe,”

Ehe was a long time gotting the chanee, for na
it happoned he wis not the kind of man for
nnybody to question avout anythine except
business mattera; bnt when sho got the oppor-
tunity she didn't need o nak,

Although this is the story of the banker and
not of his vank, I cannot help mentloning the
stir there wan In the village the day tho bank
wos opened for business, A special bullding
had been ereeted for the bank, mod it hed the
Iargest gloss window nay of usold Inbabitants
hud evor seen. Tho banker had everything all
rondy befors he bogan business; he ind even
arranged that Mr. Warren, who was, of course,
the aldest merchant in the place, should Lave
the hopor of openine the first aovount in the
bauk;: and he formed the rest of tho business
men into s line that reached down the atreet
past thiree stores, Then he went in behind the
screen, and the cashler, who waa s nephow of
Mr. Baerman, stepped to the window in the
screen and Invited the proceralon to file in,

A great crowd that blovked tho street watched
all this, but the Interest that was excited by
looking through the big plate glass at the do-

I.n{- within wia as nothing Lo what was exelted
when ono of the clients of the new bank cams
out waving sojue crisp new bills in his hand and
saying what made somme of us original oltizens
wonder w It conld all 3- or not:

" Lookes hore, bays™ sald he, “it's genulos

"Eﬂ. ’:L'%’ia & way, for when wa'd

% T gould aee printed acrose

-
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the faes of the bills, “ The First National Bank
of Middlepoint.” One can find aven now nume-
pers of those billa oarefully presarved as mes
moni;n by eltlzens of the vown and the conntry
ronndabont.

Hut h?ﬂrel!.urn Lo the nm:lhr and his dolngs. We

ad to sdmit that he made the bank a sucoess
from the beginning, Tho town waa flourishing,
mod lim was experienced and eonservative, an
morsover had a knack of handling the patron
of the bank In a way that saved both them an
thie bank from losnes,

The business men wore qulek to abserve and
eommend this, but it was anly a brief time after
the bank was in operation before everybody waa
saying that In all matters ontside of the hank’s
businees be was quear, knd some thought he was
worse than guect'.

Far instance, he bought a plot of ground in the
outskirts of the village and hullt n dwelling on
It. To this came a most ¢nnlnl-lmtin§nld lady.
his nunt, to preatde, It was A lm-%e nnse, ad-
mirably finished and forniahied, but they did
not kM?oren one servatt, Such work as the
munt idld uot wish to do was sither sont ont or
was done by some womnan who eamo to the
houve for a few hours as stio was necded.

nd then the baek yard was walled aronnd by
n ed'l' of willows, set no thick that one could
wearcely ses through (L, even in winter, Around
tho yard a parrow path was made, and to this
eame the banker avery morning at 7:30 o'clock
nharp, nand there in walked around and aronnd
for an hour, sitting down occasionally on one or
another of two little one-legred benches that
stond (n the angles of the walk,

He was plain funrrlnlnﬁ for his health, and
yot he moved with such a Hstless galt and there
was anch an nir of dejection ashe crouchod over
tho 1ittle benches, with hin bead between his
bands, thut poople snld when they came to
know nbout his habiv that no such exercise s
that eonld do him any good. y

That was queer. snre enongh, but it wasn't
roally any of our business, \What we dld com-
pinin of, thougli, was the exclusivencan of both
of them, Why, notonly did they refuse to be
sociahle with thoir neighbors, but they wounld
not even go to church In the new mesting hoyse
the Methodints had bullt, nor give ncent to the
Haptists nnd the Presbyterlans, who were try-
Ing to bulld,

Of course, when people went to eall at the
banker’s the nunt was ns nice ns a basket of
chips, and she nlways asked folkn to eall again,
but she never Iluiil back any of the calls she
got, and only those wlio wanted to get up in wo-
uviety ever went thore more than once a year or
o after the first,

Tliers was noly one explanation for thelr net-
Ing that way: thiey wers stuck tp and thought
themselres bettor than anybody else. We all
saw that right nway, especially ns the bunker
wns ubout as politary in his bank, sa for come
radeship, as Lhe sunt was st home,

And that wns queer, ton, from onr palnt of
view. We coulld jnot upderstnid why a man
should bury himself nmone o peoplein whom he
hind no interest bevond his business reintions,

Then, while we gussiped we got other views of
the man's character in rnl‘ld suceession,

First of all, thers wias his selection of a youth
ns an nsslstant in the bank, 1t was justat the
end of the spring term of the publie s¢hool that
the necd of onnssistant in thy bank becams
known. There were a dozen boys in town, the
sons of business men of intfluonee, who were it
for the nince, but on the last duy of sehool, ns
the childron wers guing homo (o the afternoon,
the banker stopped Hurton Dix, the valy clilia
af Mre, Myra Lix, enliivg hin by name as if he
had known him Tor years, aod, tiking bhim into
the bank, expinined what n new clerk would
have to do, and asked thie boy to take the place.

Of course Burton was just too glad to take It
and rushed nway lometa tell bisn mother tha
good news. It wis n very great surprise to her.
05 0t wis to everyhody in town, Not but what
the voy, who was 13 years olil amid nnusunlly
bright, wns It for the place, but it was such n
curions thing that Lie shiould have bean seleeted
Inatend of m son of & mnn who could bring busi-
neas 10 the bauk, We searcely noted then,
thougli wo ressiled 1t afterward, that it was
slngtlar that the banker sioull hiave known
tiurton at nil, and have beon able to pick him
out from o group and eall him by name,

Hut, of eourse, we were not long in recalling
the flustration of the banker when he saw Mrs,
Ihx In Mea Warren's window that dny, -and
mne of s went over tosee Myra and congratn-
lute heron her cotguest of the banker, Myra

wis n Joll ul, but this time when we chntTed
her she fil she wished we wonldo't talk
80 10 0t r beentuse thero couldn’t be any-
thing 1o it and she was afraid if the banker

liearsd 1t he would be offended, und not let Hur-
ton keets thie place.

That made us lnugh more than ever, just as If
he wiuld bave bired the boy it the Aest place it
e hndn't hod some end in view; nnd just ns if
he sounl Iet nar ehntl jnterfers with that end !
But we got our ldeas teecibly mudidled the nexi
Momlny when Murton went 1o the bank to

begin s work, and Mrs DHx (ollowed him later
In th oruing that sl might tinnk the banker
for winnloying the boy aund wsk some proper

questions kliont the iature of the WOork.

The banker was statiding at (be front window
asshim turnimd b @0 Up the steps, but when she I
Ll roacliod the cashier's window he hod gone
fnto bils private oMce; and when she asked to
sew lim The enshjer npologized. saying thiat the
banker wis obligded 1o write s large nusber of
letters before thiv mail for the East clused, and
coult not be disturbed,

Mrs. Dix went awny In a hin!T. She thought
the banker hnd refused to sce her becaure ho
thought shie Lnd come = as adeslgnimg widow,"
She was eo anery, Infact, thnt when =hivaiter-
wartl met the cashier nt the house of a fricmd
and b refvrred tothie matter «he told him with
cousld-ralide fecling whatahe thunght about it,

Well, T must say thit what we learnod in
conreqiience of this Hitle nttiack on the casler
made gpore talk thaty the batiker’s refusal to see
her and his birioe of Hurton both toge=ther had
dune, The ea-hiler wanted to apolngize still
further for the banker. smd o dolne 1t told
more than be intemded. The hanker really il
himve n lor of letters to write that morndag, sl
he wis tot fecking well, eadier,  In tact, ho el

‘why every

st Wb dus desk bl the m Ine, after Mes [ix
hind gone away, didng nothing bar twist and
tear paperas Ll noons and wlter dinner, sadil the
canider, he did ot retern to the bank ot ull. [

Now, that might inve served very well for an
exeuse, only that Mr<, DI wanted to knuw
wihat wiled the bonker. and whes the cashier
evudel the question i nelghls of sl g osamd
It wnst't anyrhing that wa arry hilm off |
addidenly, for e wos walking arounid thing pinth
In his bnck 1 ail the moarninig, with fits of
alttinge o the peg-lee stools wiots His Dewd i Lis
himiilm, s ff ho Lisd Tost bl the frietds he ever
id have,

That certninly was eurlons,

-

Wiy #hould the

visit of the wilow upset Him so i Le Lad oo |
been smibiten ot sight of bhers Al oy [ he

weoero in love with her, whot Taml pues him
that he shonld have snubdied liee s I i |

be that be nlrondy hind A wile samey

It de hard elling how long we would have
dircussea Lhoere gquestions, eertulnly for muonths,
ouly that the hatiker tgured [ha new eplsode
within s week or so, which was somuch more |

remunrknible we nlinost furcot this one sntirely,

Among the many who himl taken advantage
of the business growth of Mphdlepoint was o
pewhig machive ngent of the name of Hussell, |
Hoe binil o popnlne mnchine, and, so (o ws mak-
g winles was conecerned, he was doing very well
Iindecd.  Duat hoe eould nob tnke vnre of L8
maney, anid he wonldu't lot his wife, who wns a
bright wornan, take care of It for hilm, So i |
hiappenel that, when he tonk stek and ded snd- |
dendy, all the widow hind fefvwas enoueh money |
to buey liten, aned dis ngeney ontiy, whilel wos
covered by o past-due mortgoge fae all it was
worth, 8200, 1f 1 remember e 3

Kut tor thin mortgaze the wi
been better aff finaneinlly than befurs her hus-
Land divid, for sho was entirely eapable of con-
ducting the busltiess alone; but, unfortaontely,
the mortgage was held by n man named Allen,
whi lindd determined to get the agency of that
muchiue for s relutive of Lis,

5o the funernl was scarcely over when the
man set ntivut foreclosing Lhe mortenge. Every-
body declared 11 was onteaeaisly mesn, but
Bt Wway the provoslings werts niinterrupted,
aud on acertaln duy the putfit was tiken into
the street by an wiicial, who offersd it for snlo
at nunetion, ‘Then, to the mstonishment of the
throng who hind gathered, the owner of the
miurtwage Al pot sppear to bid, and the wilow's
uffer of S100 in cash was the only bid hieard,
and she got the outiit and paid the monpey,

Hut that was by no means the end of the mat-
ter, The man hind becn at the coynty rent, but
e enine back thot evening, and the widow met
him at the tratns Detaining ibm, o thoe presence
of the crowd she took sompething over n hnn-
thred dollurs from her pockethook, told hilm that
she hod nleendy sati=led the mortgnge unider
the daw, Lut that Ly menory  of  ber dead Lius.
binod shie was willlng to pay the wholedebt with
luterost,

Adthe mnn took the monoy and signel a re.
celpt shiv was applauded and be was Jesred, But
when u frivad uwsked her whuere sho got the
maoney, she aaled o be excnsed.

Howover, tho feiend and every ona else lenrned
next duy, nud Allen gave the intormastion, It
wans while the people wers walting ot the 'ost
OMee for Lhe miall from the Ennt Lo be distrite
uted, As they stood thiere Mrs, Hussell came In,
and this sinrted acouple uf men near the door

wld have

talklng of hier and the morteage, They wers
waonillering aloud whiere she got the money when
Alle e nlong, and, overhoaring what they

were suying, antounced, ln s volee rendily hwun!
througn the erowd, thint o could 1."!.?. A
Lhivh lie swent on tosay (hiat son. & boy of 14
years, hind happensd alone past Mes, Hossell's
e sk wbout e'clodk the night befare the
puctlon, 1L was o dinggresable night  faln was
inlling=and fow wers abrowd, but the boy had
eeen Lhe banker goltiginto Mres, Tussell's house,

Uahe bt ot nlio b looking widoew, now, 14
slie " anld Allen with nlver. ** And 'l betn
doilar the old ten-per-cont, wad theone who put
up ez Warren tosending me out of town on
the day of the salo so he could glve the widow a
chitivco to make i display of puylng whal she
didn't have to, huh!"

As Allen talked one of the men twitched hia
sloeve and teled tostop bim by nodding toward
the back of Llie room, whoere the banker was
standing, but Allen thought the Interruption
was duo toLhe presenee of Mred, lussoll, nud he
was Just the Kind of man 1o keep o ln splie of
—probubly becwnae of - Ler presence.

fo had Lardly nnished Lus last word, how-
ever, when the banker came ploughing throngh
the crowd, We hml scen the bapker only ss s
white-haired, stoop-thouldered man, with »

shufling galt, und the most gulet and penceful
Learin man in town, He was apparently
feelile from ol age, too, kut as he reschod the

wide of Lhe man who bad been talking hie too
the fellow by the ear and, twisting hlm aroun:
kicked hir lustlly. Then bhe turmed bim back
agsin and, in o voice that showed only s trace
ul excliement or nl.lzmn.ui'd:

* Now, then, will you tell all that your boy
told you, or must 1 glve yob anotber lesson 1

Koue lale AMrs,

et - Rl
1!'::-;. u-.u oame out. The banker, sealng tha

the widow was it to earry on the busin

ons tn her secreily utnmnd to lot ‘ar

yave the moner alie hecded, taking the cutit

secority, and oullvetln'.‘ Io“ &ner baock
Of ooun okled ever: to_think he

Bad Bihed Alloh the way ho dia thoogh we

wotldn't have thought him able todo It but
we wero divided In wr opinions about his ws‘{
of dolng business. 0w willing to mdm
that s man like him wonldn't want

e o
Know ho was .uullns the bual of a 70\1'!:'
widow, aven If he did get nterest on his
money, ss we had no doubt he did, bat we
thought ha ought to have known that sheak-
ing naron to the house at night was just
the way to et caught.  And some of us were
pretty sure that the reason he was 80 soorel
nbout It was bocatse he was ashamed of the
rato of lnterest he made the widow pay.

v,

Now apeaking of the banker's ways of Invest-
Ing hit private meana leads moe to tell of the
next queer loan that he made, n downright
erany loan, {f we wore able to judge In the mat-
ter, for the money went to the firat person who
wan ever arcested In Middlepolnt for anything
worse than belog drunk and dlsorderly; In
phort, to & thief. The coriminal was Palsy
Eagan, a young Irlshman, whose father was the
night track walker for the rallrond. Everybody
had eald that Palsy was sore to come to the
penitentiary or the gallows; he never would go
Lo Sunday sohool as the othier boys did, nnd he

thrashad every boy that ever even so
much as enlled the Irlslimen low folks
pocinlly. Why, even Mra. Fagan had been

pean Lo * take s sup,” as she called it, and, what
waa worse, she never denlod it. Well, I'atay
went from bad to worse untll he was 17 yours
old, and then Hex Warren took him Into the
store to run errands and deliver goods and
promised to tench him the business and make
A man of him if he'd Lehavo himeelf. Hez was
warned that It was no use and he'd be sorry for
it, but Hez waa softhenried, Ilo meant well,
no doubt about ity but he soon saw ho bad made
nmistake. The boy didn't take the least bit
of Interest In tho store, He lgvnl. his timo
mastly loafing up stalrs over the slore, but
sometimon It wos around the streets or any-
whera, 50 he wns outof sight of Hez, Hez
warned himover and over agaln to sttend to
business, but it did no good, and 8o Patsy was
told to get sut and atay out,

And then what did the ungrateful young ras.
eal do but break into the store nn triy to rob
1t! And he was cauneght at ie, ton.  Hex just
liapprned along that night, and heard n nolse
up stulre. Sp he hureled awsy and got the
marshal, and when they wot back Puatay was
pueaking out of the back deor with a lot of old
books in Iis arms that ez had inherited from
an unele down Enst,  Hez sald lie'd never read
them, bhut they wero bound in leather and some
of them were more than a hundred years old,
[Te revkoned from that they iwust be worth a
lot of money If he shonld ever want to sell them,

It was ,]]ml. pure cassedness in the bay to stenl
books which even grown folgs didan’t ears to
road, and which he couldn’t sell withant getting
caught; but the poxt day when the boy was
brought before the Justive of the Peace for ex-
smination what did Hez do but refase to prose-
cute, antd what wns more he wonldn't tell why
Lie wanted the boy let off, nor wonid the Mar-
stinl say a word either. And then ths next we
knew the Catholle priest from Delphos was in
town visiting the Eagans, and when he went
awny hie took Patsy with him, and somehow [t
wns whiapersd around that this unregensrate
little raseal was going away o a big school,
whers lie was to study to be a priest.

We knew there was someching bahind it all
and that [t was suse to come out sooner or later,
and o it did, but most unexpeetedly.

It was only the next day after Palay had gnne
away that the Tmoker was golng down o Hex
Wharren's snwmlll and was walking alone the
ralirond track past the Enagan shanty, wuen
Mrs, Eagan, who ought to have known better,
only that she wins an_ ignorant thing, oame run-
ning out to ilm withthe tears just pouring down
Ler face. and the moment she resched him
down on lior knees she went, and, taking hold
of his hand, she stroked It and kissed it as 1 it
were a baby’s, and kept saylng he'd saved her
boay from prison, and only God In heaven coul
ever pay Lim for it [ don't believe any woman
evar took on worse than she did, unless It was
ata funeral,

The banker—wall, ha lookad ns If he wished
the ground would Just open and swallow
litm. He tried to get away, and yet ho didn’t
want to hurt her feellnys, and It was affocting
to see p mother crylng that way, of course, Hut
after a little he helped her up on her feot and
toil her ho bad just done what hie wished some-
body hind dope for him once, or something to
that effect, and that ahe ought to remeinher shn
wnil ber man bad promised nobody sleuld konow
anything ahout i, Lm:pclw 1t wonld make thlk;
and If she went on that way in broad daylight,
body would kb i,

Sn sho went back ‘to the shanty, erying as
linrd as aver, and the banker went shunling on
o the mill

t wns just as the banker sald about her car-
rying on so and letting everyhody know what
he'd dune, for oneof the neizhibors heard and
saw the whole doings, and before next day
evervholdy In town koew the banker had not
anly interfersd to save athief from prison, but
Lie hind lent inoney to him to pay for a school
eilueatinn, althonszh all the security he had was
the promises of Patsy and the priest that the
money should be paid back with interest,

1 devlare 1t was ns good as a guilting bee to
hear folka talk when they were stemling around
in front of the stares wmd on the corners next
dny. The Irieh wereont In force, ns A0y one
muay gure, telling what A nnoble man the banker
was and what a kind heart hie lind, huot we
n't golue Lo beliove all they sabd without
furthier pronf, espocinlly as he never went to
chttrel, ns 1 nnve seid, nor ever even sabeeriboi
# cont fur sapporting the preaclivrs, He haid
ratne motive beliind 1€ all thiat we knew notlhiing
about; we were sars of that, Hatto the busi.
ness men of tho tohen, anl especinliy those wlio
d stoek in the bank, nil who hiad daposits
was a rerjonsmatier to have the hanker

¢ money Insueh s loose way, let alone In-
terferiug with the bourse of the law wlien o
erime ngainst property had been eommitisd,

Sao one of the dirvctors of the bank went to tha
Lanker nbont i, but all the sabisfaction he got
wa= nouiet snub, The banker snid, poiltely, he
ol do na he pleased with hin own money, and
the books of the hank wopld show how e
money was handlad,  Then he teied to smooth
over the snuh by sayine he had got security on

; the loan th Patay of which he was not st liberty

i wny ansthing.

A< T hove anbil, thers wasn't any douh hot
whnt he looked after the securlty sharp enough
when anybody got mnnhey at the hank. It was
thren namers on the note or b nd morigage
every time, but wo all made up our minds that
unlews there was something in whnt he sald
ahout having some seoret security for Paisy's
lowt, he was ot far from erazy, far none of us
'lele\'tnd that yunng scoundrel would nay back
ncent,

[t after we had seen some more of his finan-
g with hils private ""-'""f wn begnn tn
vr whether he wasn't Just desper than any
of us, Inatead of crary. For It came (o pnsp
that we folind he was ﬁie 1o ImAKe money, even
out of tho misfortunes of folks—misfortunss that
had thrown tolks on the charity of thelr neigh-
hioen, Before ho exme. I am thlnking now sape-
cinlly of thoss who ant hinre in the fuctories,

Ofadl the blandy Implementaln the w hols world
there Is nothiing more relentiess anid eruel than
the muchinery ured for shiaping wood, Tluink
of the whirling saws and keen-edged knivea
eating their way through blocks and planks
which men with nakol haml feed to them,
Tiink of the sl thess naked hands inevitably
make sl the guivering flesh that s cut and
hurled away to aplnsh the benchies and winlls,
It s brutal butelery, too, In inost cases, for
effective unrds might be provided.

Middlepolnt had” obitained other Industries
afterthestave factories o furniture factory and
n linidle factory, ad others that used wond ns
raow materinl, and there ween hundreds of men
working over those uneunrded cutters,

Mnu{ n thos tho sole support of s family
found himuelf ninogled at the very time when
hils wages were most needed. found himself
suffaring more from worey about the Tuture of
thome depending upon him than from the paln
of his wounds, Hut after the banker hind sot-
tied in Middiepolut thers was never a vietim of
the whirling stesl who did not find thisself.con-
tnined monwvy lender kuncking at his door soon
aftor the necldent, The victims always made him
walonme, tog, Tor he plways eald ho had come
toweo what "he conld o for them, but It was
oy Lo see that ne was looking out for hls own
business as well as the welfare of others. He
might glve n few Dollars now and then. but nine
times out of ten he managed 1o set the eripple
up b romo kind of work or business that wonla
wnkio n lving for the family and liave some-
thing over to pay back to the banker avery cent
that bind been lonned, and with interest on top
utthnt, I suppose that the banker had a pri-
vilts morteage, In oie way or another. onmore
thian twenty difforent families nt any time after
Be dind bean thore a year ar so. They dldn't all
pay un, but we knew lie waan't #o foolinh but
wlhint ho made those who did pay make up for
what he lost on others,

And thnst makes me think of a enrions thing
that happened through this kind of specula-
tlon, A man who had been running basawaood
holts through o heading saw slipped obe day,
ond Jost the ends of all the Aingers on one hinnd,
He was taken home, and his oldest son, & lad nf
elghteon, took his place nt the machine. The
foalinh oy must needs show to s friend how
the futher met with tho aceident, and in doing
this repeated thie disaster exaotly.

The banker was soon on hand, of course, bug
bin hwd been In the honse only a few minutes,
and wab wsking guestions which would show
what varlous members of the family were capa-
ble of doing In the way of busincas when who
should walk In Lat Mrs, ‘rt‘. Dx. Myrs bhad
come out of pure charity. 10 wae & right sood
neighbor: 'l glve har eredit for Lhat. She had
no thought of specalation in what she did, and
ahe was that good hersell she could never seo
anything In what the banker did but charity,

ki hor owno mots, she'd never llsten Lo us
that kpsw better. She had never met the

banker, as | have heen telling, and so when she
walked In and found him eitting there
inlking ’P his soft way (o the man
and his wife she was nll Laku aback by It. Bt
themklthflr Oted his heart was aa [
her she ed over o

tl: lh:d!lwrll'lnl rniﬂ- Allen » _:hn liu:l.“o.n
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satonish nd him Lhere, beca sha'd
t.niulm of |'-° ways golog to mee Ir:uu‘or-

8, AN on,

th that t a‘mtn ol us f hmhllr
aud tur his henad l-arw afl flun up,
iuuu he'd done un that first day of hlnl.rrlnl
n tawn when ho saw her In Hez Warren's bay
window. Then he put out his hand an if to
tak at drew it back with n jerk, and,

all into & tremble, he sala:
‘11 thank you—I do—dun't gﬂnk me rude,
I—God help ma—1 can't axplain.
And then he fled from the house, Iuvl:m
sverybody Alled with wonder, Myra must of &
Ni' what wera think'of that? Cer-
talnly the banker did seem to ba a remnarkable
old man, HBut the time came soon nh.:z this
svént when the mystery that surrounded him
wan 1o be explalned, Aod the avents that
broneht about the sxplanation were so axtra-
orflinary that the night on which they ooenrred
18 still uped In the village ns a date from which
the passage of time in rockoned,

V.

I have mald that the banker lived wholly
withouteompanlons, but thisstatement must be
modified n little, for he eamo to bave ons com-
patlon who enjoyed nncommon intimacy with
him, and that was Burton Dix, Notonly did he
traln the boy to the banking business, but he
made him a chum as well, They were often reen
walking and driving together out of business
hours, wnd it came to pass eventunlly that the
banker often omitted hils morning walk In the
back yard to go for a ahort drive with Burlon.

A# ool as we observed this we gol at Burton
to learn something about the banker's history
and what ever mades im not so, fut we dldn'e
get much satlafaotion out of Burton, for be haa
Leon an apt popil of his employer in the art of
keeping sllence. !

Hut this wo dld learn, The banker's interost
in the boy had been practical beyond giving In.
structions, for he hud started him on what s
abaut the only sure road to wealth in a thriving

village, Thoe boy had bought s vaoant oplot of
around, and was paying for it out of savings
from hin weekly earnines, nd then, when (t
was pald for, what did the banker do but buy
Mrs, Dix’s home down by the rallroad track,
paying for it m price which everybody sald was
wnre than It was worth, So, of course, she and
Ihurton atarted into bulld & new home on the
plot Hurton kad bought.

And meantime, | may . by the way, that,
nithough the lota were In her name, because
Hurton was a minor, and althoogh the banker
bought her house, he took good eare neyer Lo
meat ber even when the papers were made out.
However, tuat is not what | atarted out to tell,

1t was varly {n the fall of the year, and youns
Burton Dix, with the banker by his slde, was
etanding on his plot wateliog n eouple of men
bulld the foundation walls for n new houss
there, when o stranger came walking over the
old trall from the north toward the village,
Strangers cama to town so ofted In thowo days
that 1.T|evm-nrl of oneon the highway was
nuthing th attract any one’s attention, but this
one hnd s pecullarity of benring, He was walk-
jug, as Burton sald afterward, with his head
over his shoaider, * for all the worid like a
hunted fox."

Inderd, Hurton first noticed him becauwe of
the sudden atart Lo gave wlien s furmer boy
riding down the road behind him whipped up
his horse ninl gave o ‘r--ll Just for run, The
wayfarer, at the sound of wnlp and yell, jumped
frow the road and was all bot ready to cliwb
the fence before he auw who mude the noise.

All this wns an curlous that Burton could not
help calling the banker's attentivn to 1. The
banker turned with interest toward tLe man
anid looked at him earneatly. Then heaald:

“[think I know that man. Stay nere a mo-
ment while | go and speak to him."

A minute later the banker was facing the
stranger in the highway. As the sres of the
two mot, the stranger's (nce blanched, and Lthen,
in mnonust cringlog fashion, he hegan rubbing
hls hands togethier nod talking In a low voles so
thint nell ber Harton nor the workmen could hear
what was salil, except that the man sald some-
thing about s pardon*' and “starting over
agnin.” He wna rolling hin eyes about, the
while, from the banker's fure tn the groop in
the lot and down toward the village and back
ugp the trall,

The banker seemed not a llttle embarrassed
for a while but pretty =oon he sald something
about the " benofitof the doubt.” which made
the man brighten up and stand erectas well. A
little more thik followed in a cheerful tashion,
then the hanker took & Inng pocketbook
un inter pocketl snd, deawiug out a bill,
iwnded it 1o the man, -

The stratuger took Lhe bill in his two hands,
and with a browd smile held It oot so he conld
Jook mtits full rize, und then be looked Into the
banker's fnce with an entire change of manner,
while the group in the lot henrd him say, polut-
log to the President's slghature:

“Whnt dl? you rhunnvﬁ-mlr names——""

He didn't have thime to finlsh the sentencs be-
fore the banger had clutehed him 'I:f the throat
with o grip that shut off his wind, The man
wilted instantly and ahowed the greatest ho-
mility the moment he wns releassd, Then,
aftera little more talk in a Inw volce, he harried
on through the viliage to the rallrond statlon,
where he climbed on a train of smpty cattte
cars bound West at full speed.

That the banker was greatly annoyed by this
chance meeting was very plain tn the spectaiors,
but hesald nothing whatever about the stranger,
andeventunlly went nway hiomae to his nup[mr.

During the next three doys he passed almost
nll of his time nt home, going 1o the bank for an
hour or s0 only each day, while his neareat
nelehbuir reported that for several hioura each
ilay he was oacing the walk around the garden
behind the houre.

Meantime it had begun to be whispered about
the villuge that n stranger had come alonie and
necused the bunker of living under an assumed
name, The story did not rﬂ. an early stnrt,
lowever, becaupr Burton Dix had made the
workmen pronise to keeop still about 11, and
they had Kept thele promise untll it was known
nbont the banker boing »o agitated over some-
thing, whoen one of them told his wife all about
it. I wuesas e mnst have told her on about the
third day atter the man was in town, but when-
ever it was wo hndn't muech more than Lheard of
It when the whole explanation camo out,

The third day, as It Liappened, was a Satur-
day, stul Saturday was nlwaysa busy day in
Middlepolnt, The people from the countryalde
fovked to town to trade, and the people of the
villnco linelf bonght more goods.on that day
thinn onany two days of the weok preceding lt,
Moreover, that wns the day on whicl tho women
went ealling, ro what with one canse and anoth-
er, Lhe strects were alive nll aay long and untll
Inte at nlzht with the thriving popnlace,

Hut there camo an hoor befure the dawn of
Sundsy when the town was as quiet ns it had
bevn: noisy before, ant hour when every body--
simutimes even Lhose who wore employed to
remuln nwoake ns witcliers went to sleep, and
ciriously enough It {3 not nulikely that it one
were Lo Inquire Into the tlstory of enchi of the
villages of the country he would find that more
ev=ntsof mmoment —the great Aires, the murdera,
the robberies, nid wo on- in their histories had
oceurred In those still hours befure the duwn of
Sunday than at any other time in the week. At
aiiy rate, one great event in the history of Mid-
dlepoint oecurred befare the dawn of a Sunday,

It was stich n good tlme for aleeping thnat
morning that even the village marshal had
neglected Hils hourly rounds, while the wateh.
man at the Lig stave factory, on sitting down on
tho lounge in the office, after making hin i
o'vlock round, had first dozed and than lrl'nmm‘l
off sonund asleep. Tt is not unlikely that of all
the rosidents of Middlepoint there was but nne
who was nwnko between 3 and 4 o'clock that
worning, aml that ene was Mrs, Myra Dix,

Mrs, TMix was awake, bocause Burton had
gone to the bank to sleep that nfght In place of
the watehman, who was an Irishwan and had
gone ton wake, und it was s mother's fear for
tho safety of her boy that kopt her awake, An
Mea, Dix turned on lier bed for xerh.pn the
hondredih thwe and gazed toward & curtaln
that covered o window overlooking the lLig
stave faetory yard, a ray of lght came through
aalight openthg, and, fulling on thes floor, 1t
whvered and Mickered about and slowly belght-
oned nol spread with every motion.  For a
minute Mrs, Dix regavded 1t with curlonlty and
wonder, mid then Just as shio was arising from
the bed 1o investigate the matter n mufMed
sound not unlike a distant cannon wan Loard
nenr the ceptre of the villago,

Hureylng to thio window Mrs, Dix drew back
the curtain, and then clutehed for support at
the window frame, for s long inmo was rising
fram Lhe roof of the factory engine room and
rapidly wrmdlng across the dry shingles,

ut the shook her nerves racsived at the view
of the inming roof, instond of inaking her for-

@ot ber Tear for tho ufcl.lv of Burton, only Im-
uressed uipon hor the feeling that In wome way
the muMed roar aho had hoard was due to some
danger that waas hanging over him,

Hurrylng on such clothing us was neoessary,
aho ran out 1o tlie street Just as a pelghbor
oame from his house morons the way and with s
voles that made the welkin ring erlod:

“Fire! Fire! Firn!"

Thoery awakened a host of others, and soon
the nounds of uponhm\ doors and answering
cries were hoard, but Mes, Dix hurried away
from the scene of the fire, bent only on reacl-
Ik the bank,

Rhe wans running all alone, as
Maln stroet, and was wishing she could meset
nome one whom ahe oould Ask 1o ko to the bank
with lier when old Eagan, the futher of Patwy,

ahe started up

overtook her, He was carrying o car cou
pinin his hand, He had hnul'llm mu l'lic:dpr‘::::
ne ho w from his tramp over the

rrlurulr‘si_l
railroad track apd had loeated It o the baok,
Meu, in rapldly increasing numbers, wors com-
Ing on the run down the street, hut all were
bt-'m. on gulog 1o the fire untll Esgan yelled :
fdomned 1o the fire, noo: ahe;‘ra afther
:?-‘i'r‘:la" th' bank, an' the widdy's b'y there all
Mre, Dix could 1ot repress s ory as she heard
the words, but she kept on, and & dozon men
turned about to follow the Irishman, some HO-
Inkg to their houses fifus for guus, while Lwo
mihdl :h‘n tla“torrom n t:’lr.l:r Lo use s clubs,
o and
lllulmulud thewtrect, m:rl :{l:‘l:lll‘:uoltlr:lrlllk“:r!.;.é
louger stooped or with eliafing golt, appearsd
r:mnln.&rum his home, He met Eagan at the
a;ﬂp:. &an u:lrt.h one jump the Ltwo talﬂh'& the
There wan a erash s the huh:r'l nhoulstr
I8

chmu :ﬂ' '{f’ door and then both men

Linter & pletel shot was

lefest lote

e i g (ALl
in_the a -

- -

nil he wenld have [succseded,
o dor the pedple Fthat pho M X ok
kor was on h! -"';'r{u. - with a blow of the
ran iy ook b er s ot v

ering ro '
-.«ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁ.‘,‘&n.{.g. {:l]‘;l:-f ’Lot pressed through
L]
“:n.l‘lulr:an:npma ] !hnktr.? In'l ;I h.llﬂhnl..n.lll_
» throst o 8 0

‘.‘.’Eg htlll;r.-:nrt barore, .ua!\.ﬁ ttmm'h
the town. i

" Zkold him,” he sald as he saw the men
h!gir:r:huh(?mr. -H"“Qulelukﬁln't- 1'm shot,

A half domsn men grab the fellow and

anked him down on the rnmont. and then

he banker, with blood on hislips aAnd gasping

or breath, sank down at the fest of Myrs Dix,

Hlie would have hurried on, mindfal only of

urton, but the bhanker, looking up Into her

co, put up bhis hand (o hers and anld:

** Mrs, DIpx. don't. Borton—Ia not hurt, bat—
Myra—please—I'va triod —but it's too Iate now,

nrn man{ she gazed Intn the upturned
ttu. n ?fhan. solingdown beslde the banker,
ahe ‘L h ahuj‘ln her armn and sald: "

*Rom m, In jt you, and [ dld not know ?

* You bet it's him ™ said the fellow whom the
banker h ught to the door. ‘' Ha's been
N?Iu it sweet on you all, but hea's ono of us,
and we dore titme t.nmilthrr in Jerrey, only he
was of the respectabla kinid that stole from tl‘-n
Inalde. n‘ n him, tf Jerry'a done for bim 111
sopve my Lime eany,

EV:IL {he whal-’nlon had to eame ont then,
though wa didn't get It untll after the banker
who s bean shat through the lung, mannged
1o pull throngh by the ald of A Yigorois cone.
lul.nuar. Just think of that when we'd pup-

bim a totwering old man! For Mera want
o nures bim, and not A word would any one
pay untll e, was out of danger, Mguenss thorn
never was such a story am hin, for he had been
n bank clerk when he was a yonng fellow baok
In Jersay. Aond he and Myra had bisen lovers
there when ho was Haminstnn Mardock and
the was Myra Hunter, and they would liave
been m el only that lie, In lis haste to ge
rioh, had misnsed the bank's money, and h
bean sent o the penltentiary for vignieen years.

He hind msrved his time. oo, exoept what he
had saved by wood behavior. And then. when
he wis released, and rich relatives had come
tuxmui to help him start over again. he had
learned t.hruur John Basrman that Myra was
‘n widow and _lvlnul. in Middlepoint. And soto
)\‘1 Inpolnt he had eome, determined (o kee
hin identity n.neoret until he had mads & goo

P Ewas a fogieh thing to concaal his ldentity
WAS A ng toconceal his {deniity—
he nt-}w 'gf'm:m nh‘ar,wun‘l—bnt the Inelina-

tlon to do everything In such fashion was born
in him. Aod mesntime his hale had

white In prison, and It hied come to .
uature for him to shuflle and stoop In his walk
—{t had even come to ba a recond nature to walk
on a narrow path around and around an en-
cloaea yard, beginning At 7:10 every morning,
and to sit down to reat bBatimes on a pep-leg
stool in the angle—so it had been easy for hilm
10 sscape recognition svan by Mrn.

Hot when an uld fellow convict eame along
with the look of one who was hunted in his face,
the banker could not help alding the rascal,
And the rascal had returned the sod by
betraying n seeret kept for years—worse yet,
had returned to rob his benefactor,

Wa enuld onderstand the mrnlcr’r that had
surrounded bim wlien we learned all this, He
bad avolded soviely for fear of detection, and 1t
was out of A good heart that he liad gone tn the
unfaortannte and the eripples to start them In
business in such a way that they conld be self.
nupporting, and In'no” way feel that they were
patipers or the recelvera of charity. And we
understood, too, what had been In his heart
whien he had taken Patsy Engan from tho
prison dnor and pot him where he could have
all the books he wanted without the tempta-
tion to nteal them.

ut he never wounld allow, even whon he was
well and had changed to the jolliest and most
sociable man in all the town, and was ready to
talk tntnrnfun\lbununrlhm-: henever would
aljow that we had misjndged him, or that he
had done anything worth any 5's pralse, for,
bhe said, the motive was all that ooght to be
vralsed, and he hadn’t done anything for love
of charlty. but all for love of the handsome
widow who had taught In the village school.

Jonx R. SPeEAns.

FOLD TYOUR COAT THUS.

If You Have n Mathematical Eye You May
Not Have te Go to the Tallor,

By an unfair disposition on the part of Provi-
dence of the good things of this world, a consid-
ernble number of persons in this and other
localities find themselves possessed of coats but
no valota to fold them when it In necessary that
they should be folded., Many of these persons
are obliged occasionally to fold their coats: ns,
for instance, when they are golng out of town
and desire to take with them more clothing
than the garments npon thelr backs. Forthe
benefit of these valetless coat possessors THE
Sux publishes the followlng recipe for panking
cutaway, frock, or dress coat. with lllustrations
as |ssued bra largeclothing firm. Cut No. 1
representa the coat before folding.

! As'may be seen by a cursory examination of
tho [Nustration, the garment representod (s a
colaway coat, but the process to be described is
equally effective in the case of a frock or dress
coat. The article In quostion ahould be laid out
carsfully, as per lllusiration, upon the . or
In the ntwence of that useful article of furniture
upen a table, or oven the foor, and the wrinkles
cnrrrulu; smoothed out. Partioular attention
should be given to Lhe slesvea, 8o that they may
present the life-llke appearance sean in the plo-
{g{o, aultnihwlhuham bohl.urned up. All
nge us made r theo
now pm.':i to step No, 2, 5 SeCRioc Ay

The sleaves are donbled ahout at the elbow so
that they come flush with the enllar, :\l-tl..t\-
matical exanotness {s not shaolutely ensontial,
but the process |a neater If the lines sreo CUre-
fully regarded. Having beon thus folded the
sleevos are pressed down, Thus far there in
nolhl‘:‘f to challenge the rocess of a well.

Intelloct, but step No. 3 s somowhat
more Intricate. In this tha lapels are quietly
but irmly turned 8o asto Iap over the up-turned

sleeven, and smoothed down lnto shape, Erriug

humanity sometimes falls Into
the fal
e e the S5y Nahe” Stk? S8
of acilon, >
owner with a fAtting u\'tuntuo f:r ;‘1‘: c‘-‘rf
#nt and the fit thereof will do this AY.

slead, LI
througl the ot should  be fulded direetly
talls carried T

ment 1a now rendy for packiong, be

k or gripeack,

nd ' .wulnoll?:y'l:i oiher

An“:‘ neck 1.::' sod l.uua‘th:rm ., e,
fu Drepared 18 1o take '“‘ﬁﬁ.‘i‘n
al :ﬂ lea

HEXRY JEXNKINS'S REPORTED AGH
160 YEKANIS,

Thomas Parr Was Helleved ) to Mo 159
When Me Died—1Tls K» Burled In Wente
minster Abbey—A Monnment Malsed to
Jenkinn In Yorkshire—Reanon to Mee
Heve Nolther Was So Old ns Clntmed,

Thers s abundant proof that a good many
persons live to bo a hundred ycars old, or even
older, but It 1 apparently equally true that the
greater the age claimed by a candilate for con.
tenarian honora the less proof therois for the
olalm. This Istrue, at any rato, of the chams
plon eentenarians, as they may be termed,
Henry Jenkins and Thomas Parr, Jenkine ine
slated that ho was born in 1801, 8o that he must
have been 100 years of agp when ho dind in
1050. 1Te uised to tell a atory of helping, when a
1ad, an older boy to carry nriowa to Flodden
Flold for the batile which was fought there in
1518, A few years before his denth, when a
witness at the trial of a aunit, heswore that he
was 157 years of age, and spoke of serving na
Logd Congera’s butler when 120, Yet In 1009,
seviral years bafore that, he told Miss Savilie,
the writer of his life, that ho was of an age
whioh would make nim 169 when he died. If
bin swarn testimany be taken, he was nearly
ton yeara younger than his roputed nge at the
time of death, Yot In Bolton churchyard there
faan obellsk to his memory, erocted about 150
years ago, on which bis ago Ia given as 108
yoars, and in the ohurch Is a tablet with the
following magniloguent Inseription:

Bineh not marbia
to Hesatie from Oblivion
e Memory of
HENRY JENKINS,

or
hir wan enriched
with the goods of Nature,
If mot of Fortune;
and happy
In the duration,
IE‘ not variety,
of hid m.lo'(m:nll:
an
the' the partinl world
Deaplasd and disregeried
Hin [one and humble state,
The r?'uaj eye of Providence
Beheld and Rlessed it
With a Patriarch’s henith nnd length of days,
To teach mistaken man.
Thene blesaings ars entalied on tumperanoe,
A life of labour nnd & mind st ense,
He llved to the amarineg age of 100,
Waas Interred hete Dec, Oth,

and had this justics done to his memory
1742,

D T T T

Diligent Investigation has falled o find any
foundation for the grounds on which Yorkslire
has thus delightsd to honor Jenkins, He is his
only witness, and tho only proof for the clalin
he sot up Is his own word, which he contradicted
when under oath,

Althongh he did not elaim to be soold, Thomass
Parr ia more famous than Jenkins, at lenst oot
of Yorkshire, and b of his supy d great
age he had the honor of belng buried In Weat.
minster Abbey. He pretended to have boon
born In 1483, and he lived to 1035, That year
hin pretensions became nolsed abroad, and Le
was brought up to London and presented to
Charles 1. by Lord Arundel. To over-indul-
gence nt the festivities, to which he was
invlted, his deuth In November of that
year Is attributed. According to an noe
connt of him by John Taylor, which was
published while he was in London, be was not
married until he was 80 years old, when he be-
came tho fatuerof two childron. After the
death of his wife ie was marrisd for the sccond
timeat the age of 122, In 1588 at the age of
105. he is snid to have done pennnce by stands
ing in m sheet in Alderbury Churen, Strop-
shire, for naving had an illegitimats child by
one Catharine Milton. THis first wife did not
die until he was 112, Taylor's life of Parr is

l?nlrantlf founded on whar the nld man tald
him, and there is really nothing to prove that
Parr was much over 100, The inscrintion, theres
fore, In Wesim/nater in which bis age is given
an 152 lies more than most enitaphs.

The age clatmed for the (‘ountess of Desmona,
140 years, has been disproved, The claim e
founded on the supposition that she was mar-

rled in the relgn of Edward IV. It has bedn
unui

disenvered that she was not marcied
forty-five years after Edward's death, so that,
when she was prerented to James 1., In 1614,
she was considerably less than 100 yenrs of nge,
unless she married uno<nally late in life. As
Fdward 1V, died in 148, she must have mar-
rled Bt an unusoally early age, (f shie were
:’Il::r:rl:ael‘r{ﬁunl::hl‘di‘;.t {mr oidhlﬁ reign, for if
. she won L

Dave besr b, then, of course,

New York used to have an alleged centena-
rian whose claims were, In the opinlons of the
unprejudiced, more than snccesafully disputed
by WG, Thoms, an Eoglishman, whose hobby
was to try to prove thut reputed centenarians
wero nearly all frauds, His prey inthia instance
wan Capt, Frederick Lahrbush, who dled in
1857, at the age. If hinown flgures be taken, of
111. Capt. Lahrbush, according to his own
#tory. was born in England in 170680 He entersd
the Britlsh army In 1787, and, in the courss of
his career, served with Nelson at Copenbagen
and was one of the guard which watched
Napoleon at 5t. Helena.

His alleged 104th birthday was celebieated in
this clty In 1870 with such pomp and cireom-
stance Lthat several of the London papers chron-
fcled his career. ns well as the proceedings. at
length. Mr. Thoms read thess revorts and
his hobby was aroused, He ransacked tho
army records, and discovered that a Lieat. de
Lahrbushe enterpd the British army in 1503,
nnd was cashiered about elght years later, As
Capt. Lahrbush practically admitied his idens
tity with this cashiered Lioutenant, even If lin
served as one of Napoleon's inilers, hecould
not bave been with Nelson at ‘Copenhngen. ns
Lis milltary career had not begun when the
battle of Copenhagen was fought.

While admitting his Jentity with the cashe
lered Lieutenants in the controversy whiel, fol-
lowed Mr. Thom's d!:(ruto of his pretensions,
Lahrbush still insisted that ne was born In
1708. He bmd previously sald be had sold out
from the army. When_ brought 1o boak by Mr.
Thoms he alluded to the cause of his cashier-
ing as a youthtul indiseretion, althongh he must
bava n by hirown fligures over fifty when i&
cecurred. Mr. Thoms took Lahrbush's tigures
as to the nge nn which he entercd the Hritlsh
army—according to them he was 21 and con-

requentiy always considered that he had fonnd
éia‘.“rlw’nﬁ to be twenty years younger than Le

Lahrbush was a pet of tho Eplscopalians hers
and was allowed tosit in u!peclnlpchnlr inone
of their churchen, so ther took up his enisa
with vigor, and in rplte of his Nelson legend
being exposed. continued to believe i Lis proe
tenslons, and many probably do still.

AN UP.TOWN INCIDENT.

A CTrippled Lad Who Whistled, and Way
Whistle Agnaln,

A crippled boy about 7 or & years old, who
had lost one of his feet and could not iy
cither of his legs, was hopping along Colundois
svenue upon a pale of cratelies at night (0,
when he met with an aceldent. He wis &
briglit-faced, cheery little fellow, though s
shiape guve evidence that o was maime! n
his back es well as in his legs, and he wiiorlod
a8 he hopped rapidly nlong the sidowilk, Jooks
ing stralght ahead,

He had reached the corner of Colum s nse
nue and Ninety-third streot when the aooilont
befell him. There had boen a banans ol 7
the sldewalk which he did not see. o0t
placed the end of one of hisstilis upon ft 10
atilt slipped, and ke fell upon the pavene o
hriull.hllf his face, which was Instuntly strodo !
with blood, He secmed for n momo
stunned, us e luy  sprawiing, 'I;
whistle of the moment befire was
o childixh seream, after which lie Dy
llfh Half n dozen of the simall hove anl o1
who were out playlng guthiered nbhout e

nok know what to do,  An aged w
camo aloug, sald, “Poor ehild!" ant
Lier wnlv.

An olevated train reached the statlon o
twenty or thirty passengers rushied ta
KTAIrs, noar the foot of which las tha n i
oripple,  An elderly mon amon: the 3

ore at once discerncd the situntfng, !
down. relieved the sufercr of his «ri: .
ralsed Lim gently from the shiewnls L]
him in hus & s, wiped off the Llood ae o b

Gt 1ilm to tell where he lived, eareiml |
s home, and dellversd him to lis i
who was In terror whon she saw L
tarned out that no hones had Lo Do |
the fall, and that the brulses wo ild o=t o
Iy heal inw tow days,

The widowed maother tolil the friend!s - f

bt her Little erippled son wos the ©o F

Ife and all she ‘.m In the workd 10 10
Hhe had mllowed Lim to go out alone £

while, beontuse b Lt aehed her o

takon lop furn few blocks wlong the

and she warned him to hurry Yack oo 00!
wos wrowling dark, e Lad bofe tho hou

ll“ml In gloo that he was nt liberty noed o
could have some fun by himscelf, w o

other boy on the blook. He wiistl

hupped along un ) ol by %
gt 1 he was capsizod by

R

The sviupathieine stra ho Ll wil
im home promised % b waild ket him &
e er _palr of crutches, and the "
ught n ® tn fwoo of the buy, v 0
le tndhn_l_lnoks-'-‘-

Ca




